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The value to art students of " talks " by compe- 
tent "talkers" upon the works of prominent artists 
is inestimable, and the opportunities to listen to 
them should be taken advantage of. Several such 
lectures have been arranged for the Gotham Art 
Students, of which the first, on Paul Baudry, his 
Life and Works, was delivered, on February 19, by 
Mr. E. H. Blashfteld. 



There is a collection of pictures, ceramics and 
gems on exhibition at the American Art Gallery, 
this city, known as the Morgan Collection, that has 
attracted attention almost unprecedented through 
its actual intrinsic value and the great size and 
variety of its pieces. There are Diazs, Rouss- 
eaus, Millets, Corots, Viberts, Schreyers, Bretons, 
among the paintings, that surpass in numbers and 
importance anything we have ever before had an 
opportunity of seeing in this city. There are 
wares from Dresden, Sevres, Worcester and Japan 
that are absolutely unique, the sole examples of 
their especial kind — examples, many of them, that 
can never be duplicated. 

Whether the sale of these objects will realize 
their cost price, we have yet no means of judging ; 
we presume it will not, but whether it does or 
not, the value of the collection to the public is 
equal to the sum originally invested in it — not 
merely as an educator, but as a demonstration of 
the resources of this country, and practically of 
this city, for Mrs. Morgan sought and found every 
one of the inestimable pieces she possessed without 
leaving America. From the marvelous $15,000 vase, 
"The Bloom of the Peach," the one perfect exam- 
ple of the Ou-tsai-khi, to the ponderous $8,000 
silver candalabrum, representing, with those two, 
the world of difference between a value created by 
knowledge, workmanship and masterly execution, 
and a value representing the marketable worth of 
the cold, gross metal used in manufacture by ordi- 
nary men . of an article extraordinary only on 
account of its bulk, these, and everything else 
commanding notice, were bought in New York. 

It is to be regretted that the collection could 
not have been kept intact, and found its way into 
some building where the students and citizens of 
our city might have enjoyed the perpetual advan- 
tage of studying it. 



The Owl Sketch Club is the title of a new 
association, with rooms in F. L. Howe's galleries, 
on Twenty-third street, created for the purpose of 
affording students an opportunity to sketch from 
the nude. Competent tutors and excellent models 
are said to have been engaged, and the chance 
presented for beginners, and those who are advanced 
as well, is an exceptional one. The advantages of 
a cheerful and well-lighted room and pleasant sur- 
roundings are worth calling attention to also. 



We want the address of a firm manufacturing 
washable wall paper. If this meets the eye of any 
such, or of any one possessed of the information, 
we would esteem it a favor if they would write 
us upon the subject. 



Oor supplement this month shows a magnifi- 
cent example of American ware, forcibly presenting 
the possibilities of our home manufacture. The 
vase is selected from the exhibit of special designs 
of American Belleek shown by Messrs. Bailey, 
Banks & Biddle, of Philadelphia, and is typical of 
this ware. It is Persian in form, twelve inches 
high and nine inches wide. The groundwork, of 
ivory tint, has painted upon it, in soft colors, an 
American summer sunrise. The handles, top of 
cover and feet are delicately pierced. It is one of 



A well-known photographer writes us as 
follows : 

New Yoke, Feb. 26, 1886. 

As an indication of the value (to me) of The Decoratok 
and Furnisher as an advertising medium, I have just received 
from Melbourne, Australia, a handsome order for our photo- 
graphs of New York houses, the writer indicating your journal 
as the source of his information. It has been frequently 
quoted to us by our patrons among the architects and furniture 
establishments. Tours very truly, 

Geo. 6. Rockwood. 



In view of the many timely subjects in this 
issue of our journal, we may be pardoned the use 
of a certain amount of spaee to enlarge upon what 
we consider our own peculiar merits. 

The several subscribers or readers who have 
requested us to give an illustration of the rooms 
of the White House, with some suggestions as to 
their decorations and the prevailing style in their 
arrangement, will find an article upon the subject, 
and a reproduction of the most recent photograph 
made of the magnificent East Room, which, for 
magnitude, general appearance of richness, and 
modern design, has advantages over any other 
apartment in the building. Other rooms we will 
show in our next and following issues, and the 
comparison between them, each with the other, 
and as compared with the rooms of less pretentious 
residences, will be readily studied. The descriptive 
article accompanying the illustration will be found 
full and explicit. 



The Academy op Music in New York has 
recently been profusely and elaborately decorated, 
furnished and rejuvenated throughout. The changes 
have attracted considerable local attention on ac- 
count of the long necessity for some such improve- 
ment, partially,, and largely from the artistic and 



pleasing character of the work. We devote in this 
issue four pages to a description and to the illus- 
tration of these decorations, the sketches having 
been made for us by the firm of artists whose 
designs were accepted by the directors of the 
Academy, and who were engaged to do the work. 



While we do not associate it exclusively with 
this issue — for we have published the plates through 
several months 1 numbers— we consider the pages 
from Racinet as being excellent material for artists 
and designers, and the different styles of composi- 
tion displayed in them will unquestionably be of 
value. 



Following naturally upon the recital of these 
characteristic advantages possessed by our journal, 
the ever-green question of subscriptions comes to 
the front, and we are impelled to remind those 
who have already favored us with their subscrip- 
tions that it is largely to their interests to increase 
these subscribers and widen the circulation, to the 
end that we may widen the scope and usefulness 
of our publication. 



The postal rates are a source of considerable 
contention between the people and the governing 
power, with the odds so far, everything consid- 
ered, In favor of the people. We enjoy almost 
absolutely perfect postal facilities and service at a 
rate that can hardly be called exorbitant. But 
low as the rate unquestionably is, if it were still 
but one-tenth of its present figure and any unjust 
discrimination were made, willfully or accidentally, 
the injustice should be ended forthwith. A Boston 
publisher has called the attention of publishers to 
the inconsistent difference in post-office charges 
upon weekly and monthly publications, the latter 
paying much the higher actual rate. Inquiry at 
the Post Office elicits the opinion from those in 
authority that this favoring of the weeklies results, 
not from good reasons, but from the greater influ- 
ence and attention brought to bear by their pro- 
prietors. 

At the same time, we find that a bill has been 
presented in Congress doubling the rate of fourth- 
class postage, affecting merchandise sent by that 
means. That an appropriation be made every year 
to meet the deficiencies in the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, should be regarded as a matter of course by 
Congress and by the public; and it is an appro- 
priation much more worthy and much more rational 
than many others made by our legislators. There 
should be no objections urged to the failure of the 
Post Office to pay its own expenses ; it is the one 
department of the Government that comes into 
direct contact with the people, and whose influence 
the people can see and test In their individual 
cases ; and this reason makes it worth paying for. 



Etching at Kbppel's.— At Frederick Keppel's 
print shop. 23 E. 16th Street, a number of interest- 
ing plates are on exhibition, including two large 
ones by Alexis Forel : "The Cathedral at Lausanne," 
with towers rising grandly into the twilight air 
above the city roofs and walls, and "The Lausanne 
Oak," which has the mingled strength and tender- 
ness of a skillful painting. The toughness and en- 
durance of the trunk and branches are indicated in 
directness of drawing and force of etched line, 
•while the foliage is so loose and soft the air could 
blow through it, and is represented by what ap- 
pears at first view as a mellow tone rather than a 
mass of lines. But the most remarkable feature of 
the exhibition is presented in a series of etchings 
by Charles Meryon, the child of an English physi- 
cian and French ballet dancer, who died in the 
madhouse in 1868, his insanity and death having 
been produced by hunger and privation. 



